
Abstract 

Universal violence is an origin of the human condition that continues to affect the biological, psychological, and 
social relationships between the health and justice sciences. Crime-related trauma impacts traditional clinical 
standards where health care interfaces with the law.  Police-registered crimes related to sexual assault and 
interpersonal violence associated with civil and criminal matters have a clear presence in hospital emergency 
departments. Due to an existing shortage of skilled forensic physicians, quality forensic services are inadequate to 
sufficiently address the influx of forensic patients. Forensic nurse examiners (FNE) represent a previously 
unrecognized resource in the forensic medical sciences to augment clinical forensic services. As a consequence of 
legal issues involved in the clinical investigation of trauma, the need for forensic specialists in nursing science has 
been recognized. The American Academy of Forensic Science established forensic nursing as a scientific discipline in 
1991 representing an alliance of health and justice services and was recognized as a clinical nursing specialty by the 
American Association of Nurses Congress of Nursing Practice in 1995. 
 
Recent strategies to improve global standards of care for victims of crime, the falsely accused, and those 
wrongly convicted necessitate nursing education and training in wound classification, recovery of laboratory 
evidence, forensic imaging of physical findings, and pertinent knowledge of law.  
Forensic nurse examiners are non-physician health care providers qualified in the examination and evaluation 
of crime-related trauma with an emphasis on maximizing evidence collection while minimizing emotional 
trauma.  The forensic nurse serves as clinical liaison to the police criminal investigator and testifies court when 
required. Clinical responsibilities center on competency in the medicolegal management of forensic cases, 
forensic nursing care, and application of scientific technology involving digital evidence, digital documentation, 
and digital forensic imaging to advance clinical outcomes and operational efficiency.  
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